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Abstract 


Recently, the quality of students learning in many European schools has decreased. Various studies and 
evaluations of the Albanian education system have revealed that Albanian schools have low quality 
indicators. The reasons for this phenomenon are related to different educational and social factors. 

One of the factors that has significantly contributed to the low results of the Albanian students is the low 
quality of reading, which in turn has a direct impact on learning outcomes. 

This study aims at reflecting the state of reading and its related issues as well as the use of current 
techniques and strategies which aim to enhance critical thinking through reading and writing. 

In order to highlight some of the factors that can significantly affect the quality of reading for female / 
male students in rural and urban areas, around 300 students from 18 schools in 6 regions of the country 
were examined. 

Findings and recommendations are presented for the use of new strategies and techniques related to 
reading and improving the quality of student learning by improving the quality of the reading. 

Key words: critical thinking, quality of learning, reading, results, skills, strategies, techniques. 


Introduction 


Learning is the acquisition of knowledge or skill through education and experience. 
Knowledge and skills enhance people’s ability to meet their basic needs, widen the range of 
options open to them in every sphere of life, and enable them to influence the direction their 
lives take. Conceives of learning as a relatively permanent change in behaviour with behaviour 
including both observable activity and internal processes such as thinking, attitudes and 
emotions (Burns 1995). In an ever changing society learning is essential for everyone as it 
enables them to survive. In the case of education of education the acquisition of knowledge 
and skills is closely related to reading. Reading skills are important all life so students must 
appreciate the fact that reading is a skill they should endeavor to master for the rest of their 
lives. Research findings in applied linguistics have shown that students who know how to 
read and understand what they read have a better school performance compared to his peers. 
Children who have been exposed to stories while still young do far better than the others and are 
better at reading and writing (Heath 1983; Elley 1991; Fashela 1995). The final goal of reading 
is ccomprehension, which is not simply a matter of recognizing or understanding individual 
words. Comprehension means to understand what the text means. This is achieved by using 
some self-regulated comprehension strategies, such as prior knowledge activation, question 
generation, creating mental images during reading, summing up. Reading comprehension 
is a process that requires integration across a range of sources of information, from lexical 
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features through to knowledge concerning events in the world (Garnham, 2001; Gernsbacher, 
1990; Kintsch, 1998). Students who read, write, discuss and confront various types of materials 
related to learning in the most varied ways, are likely to learn more as they relate what they 
know with the new material. Comprehension means understanding the message that the print 
conveys (Nation, 2005: 41). 

Work in the field of improving the quality of teaching and learning in undergraduate 
education has been continuous. School, as the institution through which knowledge and skills are 
taught, sees reading as the key to success of every individual in all ages of his education, which 
opens doors to student learning. The importance of being able to read to learn is particularly 
imperative when seen in the light of the role that textbooks and other books play in the learning 
context points out the importance of reading for people (Grabe, 1991: 389). 

Reading is a process that helps people to acquire knowledge, to meet their cognitive and 
emotional needs. Reading for comprehension does not simply mean decoding letters and words. 
It involves skills, techniques and patterns. Reading ability is related to a wide range such as 
personal ability and skills, competences and, social practices, goals and values. 

Considering developing the ability to read as a priority to teaching, reading is seen as a 
process and as a communication skill. Today’s problems on reading, learning to read, reading 
to learn, ability to read and teaching reading have been objects of study for many researchers. 
For researchers and psychologists reading process is complicated by several issues that create 
difficulties to be overcome. Reading is a basic life skill. It is a cornerstone for success at school 
and life. Without the ability to read well, opportunities for self-realization and professional 
success, no doubt you will lose. It’s hard to imagine a different skill to better illustrate the 
purpose of education. 

The results of Pisa showed the low reading levels of students in Albania. Given the 
strong relationship between reading ability and academic performance, there is a compelling 
need for research in this issue. 


Problem of Research 


The study will address several issues related to the field of reading. It will identify some 
of the current problems in teaching reading students throughout the pre university system, 
the quality of reading in some pilot schools involved and assisted for several years by the 
organization Save the Children, which specialized assistance in support of quality improvement 
in education has been ongoing. 

It gives an insight of the problems and challenges to reading the school faces and 
some suggestions of how to solve these problems based on the best international and national 
experience. The study investigates reading strategies students use and how the teachers work to 
teach the right strategies. 

A very important issue is what and how students read, because this is seen related to 
reading comprehension and to better academic performance. Repeated reading activities of the 
same stories and exposure to a wide variety of stories enable children to develop story knowledge, 
which then facilitates comprehension (Mason and Allen, 1986; Van Kleeck, 1990). 


Research Focus 


The research was conducted in six regions of the country, Dibér, Durrés, Korca, Elbasan, 
Vlora, Gjirokastra, in three schools for each district comprising about 300 students aged 11 that 
are a sample consisting of city and country students, both female and males. 

The focus of the study is the reading comprehension ability of the Albanian students aged 
11, fluency and speed of reading. This is seen through reading comprehension tests, surveys and 
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questionnaires. The districts chosen are located in all the territory of Albania so that to draw 
conclusions at regional level and to make comparisons among schools and students as the basic 
purpose of the study. These data also serve to have national generalizations of phenomena and 
important issues related to children’s reading at the end of elementary school. 

It also highlights errors that students make in reading. The focus of the study was the 
evaluation of the teacher and his students on the reading of a. The problems encountered 
reflection students’ and teacher’ attitude to reading. Teachers sometimes pay more attention to 
fluent reading aloud rather than reading comprehension. 

Through this survey whose data were taken from the teachers there were gathered ideas 
and general assessments on the belief that students have about the reading. The study analyses 
the way teachers assess and evaluate reading. The way they conduct this assessment and the 
results of class observations gives an insight of what really happens in class, the beliefs of 
teachers and students about reading and about the problems they encounter. 


Methodology of Research 
General Background of Research 


In the global context of learning and use of information technologies the question of 
improving the quality of reading becomes even more important. For this reason, professional 
events such as conferences, seminars and meetings have become ever more rapid and specific 
problem. Of course, this problem however diverse in its essence is the issue of understanding of 
reading and its service is in order to increase the quality of students. Certainly for the positive 
steps to be undertaken in this process we should rely on a real context for learning about 
different communities. Testing the quality of reading in the context of learning has been and 
will remain a process of continuity in this field. There is an increasing number of students with 
reading difficulties. These groups are divided into disorders of learning and reading problems. 
The statistics speak for the need to improve the mode of delivery of literacy, the need that all 
teachers should have the knowledge required for the study of many fundamental issues on the 
teaching of reading and developing reading skills. 

Teachers and school psychologists must have thorough knowledge of reading processes 
and effective teaching from the moment the process starts up to years of maturity of each 
individual as a mature reader in this important process for obtaining knowledge. Starting in first 
grade and consistently, many students experience difficulty in reading. 

Rather than the process of reading, our psychologists and researchers are focused to the 
literature and its problems in the case of reading by pupils and students and not to the causes of 
this process and finding anomalies that occur in various school age about reading. Although it is 
understood that the quality of student learning in school depends on the quality of their reading 
in Albania studies in this area are still scarce. Albanian teachers come from a background where 
language and grammar teaching in school was primary and reading was underestimated. They 
continue to think that learning grammar is crucial to gain reading skills. 


Sample of Research 


Sample of research are about 300 pupils in fifth grade, to 18 schools from six different 
regions of the country. 12 schools are urban, while 6 of them are rural. Search is somewhat 
limited and includes a community of pupils. Teachers of these schools were in a training process 
in the improvement of the quality of learning supported by Save the Children. From the village 
are a total of 83 pupils of which 41 girls and 42 boys. Besides the six pupils regions underwent 
the test to the same school teachers who completed a questionnaire. 
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Instrument and Procedures 


The study relies on four instruments used by pupils and their teachers: 

1. A structured test was delivered to a group composed of 17 pupils from 18 schools in 
six provinces of Albania; 

2. A survey was given the same students with questions what students read and their 
authors who are preferred; 

3. An evaluation sheet was given to teachers to students to measure the velocity and 
pupils’ errors in reading; 

4. A watch list was given to the same teacher beliefs about students in reading. 

Tests are based on standards of fifth grade program approved by the Ministry of Education 
and science. It was prepared in collaboration with specialists in the field of employee assessment 
currently in the National Achievement Agency. The test consists of 6 questions and a sheet with 
the text each student read. The test was designed in such a way as to allow the measurement of 
students’ abilities to comprehend what they read. Through this test, and items that it comprises, 
it was aimed to see how the students understand what they read, know how to explain new 
vocabulary terms, know how to connect the logical structure of sentences and groups of words, 
how to characterize characters that move through texts they read, etc.. 

Secondly, it was measured the accuracy and speed of reading. It aimed to measure the 
speed of reading in a minute, the number of words they read in a minute and the time spent 
to read a standard text for all. This test was performed by chronometrical means of a high 
precision. This test yields not only results in a comparative way, but based on the relevant 
standard, it reveals the phenomenon of illiteracy in some groups of students. 

Third, this test sets a standard on quality and speed of reading of students at the end of 
compulsory education to elementary. It may be used by main stream teachers. 

Fourth, through a survey with teachers of students tested, their opinion about the quality 
of reading was seen. Data from the survey reveal problems related to standard of teaching, 
teachers and students. Survey conducted with the same students got information about what 
students read, books they have read recently and their favorite authors, what do they know 
about the texts they read. This information is very interesting, convey a broader issue about 
what was taught and required students to read. Details of this survey follow another problem 
which relates to standards of learning, with students and teachers. From the evaluation sheets 
and a list of the survey that was given to teachers of students tested, got their opinion about the 
quality of reading to students. 


Data Analysis 


Scientific methodology applied aims to provide accurate data on the issue at stake. 
At the end of this broad approach, through the material collected was processed a variety of 
information in statistical tables that make reliable conclusions of this study. 

The students participating in the study were given a story: “Eye of the Sea” of the 
Albanian writer for children Liljana Cukalla. It was tested their ability to comprehend the story. 
It also tested their accuracy and speed of reading. The questions were on knowledge, guessing, 
finding true — false statement, analyses and evaluation. 

The observer kept accurate records in the accompanying leaflet for speed of reading, 
with symbols marking the students’ errors in reading, which were classified in several groups: 
dialect words, dining and adding letters, repeated reading of words, read a different word and 
intonation problems. Problems from one area to another were once the same and sometimes 
different type. 

The following table gives the maximum points for a sample of 17 students in each 
school. 
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54| Table 1. Maximum points for the 6 questions given to samples of 17 students. 


























Questions 1 5 points x 17 students = 85 points 
: 2 points x 17 students = 34; 
eal 2 4 points x 17 students = 64 
Questions 2/1 : 

98 points 

Questions 3 3 points x 17 students =51 points 

Questions 4 4 points x 17 students = 68 points 

Questions 5 3 points x 17 students = 51 points 

Questions 6 3 points x 17 students = 51 points 

Total Each group of students has 408 points 














In the table above shows the total points that need to take, any group of students for 
the test provided. The maximum number of points for each student was 24 and for the whole 
group of 17 pupils was 408. From tests and surveys of students and the evaluation sheet and 
a list of teacher survey was designed tables for each school with test scores for each student. 
The tables present results for six test questions, total points, average grade, the speed of reading 
words in a minute and story reading time for each student. Through statistical data obtained 
information about the quality of reading female-female, urban schools, village schools, school 
project, comparative schools, etc. 


Results of Research 


In Durrés the test was given to three schools: “M. Kagulini’, “Kushtrimi i Lirise” and 
“M. Dollaku’”. From each school 17 students participated. School “M. Kagulinil is a city school 
participating the project, school “Kushtrimi i Lirise” is a comparative school and school “M. 
Dollaku” is included in the program of Save the Children in countryside. 


The school “M. Kagulini”’: 

Question | - 89% of students match parts of sentences according to the meaning; 
Question 2 - 88% of students find interrogative sentences in the text; 

Question 2/1 - 84% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 3 - 88% of students find true or false statement related to the content of the text; 
Question 4 - 50% of students explain the meaning of vocabulary words; 

Question 5 - 50% of the students analyze characters; 

Question 6 - 50% of students say that they have read novels. 


The problem here lies in what they read. The answer is random and not associated with 
the desire and willingness to read. From 408 test points that all the students of this class have 
received about 296 points. Grade passing rate is 72% with an average grade 8.5. In this class 
was achieved average reading speed of 2.16’ in a text with 265 words. 


The school “Kushtrimi i Lirisé”’: 

Question | - 89% of students match parts of sentences according to the meaning; 
Question 2 - 66% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 2/1 - 50% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 3 - 90% of students find true or false statement related to the content of the text; 
Question 4 - 70% of students explain the meaning of vocabulary words; 
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Question 5 - 84% of students analyze characters; 
Question 6 - 80% of students say that they have read novels. 





The problem here lies in what they read. The answer is random and not associated with 
the desire and willingness to read. From 408 test points that all the students of this class have 
received about 309 points. Grade passing rate is 79% with an average grade 8.3. In this class 
was achieved average reading speed of 2.43’ in a text with 265 words. 


The school “M. Dollaku”’: 

Question | - 76% of students match parts of sentences according to the meaning; 
Question 2 - 50% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 2/1 - 23% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 3 - 54% of students find true or false statement related to the content of the text; 
Question 4 - 44% of students explain the meaning of vocabulary words; 

Question 5 - 84% of students analyze characters; 

Question 6 - 68% of students say that they have read novels. 


The problem here lies in what they read. The answer is random and not associated with 
the desire and willingness to read. From 408 test points that all the students of this class have 
received about 228 points. Grade passing rate is 55% with an average grade 8.3. In this class 
was achieved average reading speed of 2.03’ in a text with 265 words. 


Table 2. The test scores from three schools in the district of Durrés. 














Read- 

school | at | a2 | a3) a4] a5 | a6 | Total | AY°@9° | Words'im | ing 

Grade . 

Time 

4 | M.Kaculini | 76 | 3038 | 45 | 34 | 45 | 45 | 296 8.5 122.3 2.16 

2 Se 76 | 30/34 | 46 | 48 | 43 | 41 | 309 8.3 107.6 2.47 

3 | M.Dollaku | 65 | 15/16 | 28 | 30 | 43 | 35 | 228 6.4 107.2 2.03 

4 | Dues 217 | 163 | 119 | 112 | 111 | 121 | 883 75 112.3 799 
[Total 












































The urban school participating in the project has the best results compared with the two 
other schools. In the rural areas school “M. Dollaku” there are lower results, but not too poor. 
School “M. Dollaku” has the best results from other regions in the group of rural schools. A 
noticeable phenomenon in the group of students of this school are students significant weaknesses 
in reading. Four of them have difficulty in reading and one is completely illiterate. 

In region of Korga the test is given to three schools. The class of the rural school of 
Zvezda has scored the lowest points in the study. 


Table 3. The test scores from three schools in the district of Korc¢a. 








School Average | Words/ | Reading 
Qi Q2 | 3 | Q4 | Q5 | Q6 | Total | Gas i —_ 
Korga - Maliq 73. [| 26/18 | 45 | 53 | 44 | 35 | 292 75 128 145 





Korga Demokr” | 75 | arte | 38 | 36 | 33 | 24 | 2¢7 | 68 | 1032 | 233 


cia 
Korga — Zvezda 77 26/19 | 38 45 | 34 | 30 267 7.8 126.4 1.86 
Korga 222 79/55 | 121 | 134 | 111 | 89 806 7.3 119.2 1.88 
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Question | - 82% of students match parts of sentences according to the meaning; 
Question 2 - 52% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 2/1 - 45% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 3 - 70% of students find true or false statement related to the content of the text; 
Question 4 - 48% of students explain the meaning of vocabulary words; 

Question 5 - 74% of students analyze characters; 

Question 6 - 58% of students say that they have read novels. 


The problem here lies in what they read. The answer is random and not associated with 
the desire and willingness to read. From 408 test points that all the students of this class have 
received about 240 points. Grade passing rate is 61% with an average grade 6.7. In this class 
was achieved average reading speed of 2.20’ in a text with 265 words. This class has scored 
the lowest points in the study. They have great difficulty in explaining the meaning of words or 
guessing their meaning. Almost half of them read with difficulty and 4 are illiterate. There is 
difference between girls and boys in literacy skills, where girls are better. 

In region of Elbasan the test is given to three schools. The class of the rural school of 
Kugan has scored the lowest points in the region. 


Table 4. The test scores from three schools in the district of Elbasan. 





Average | Words/ | Reading 





School Qi Q2 Q3 | Q4 | Q5 | Q6 | Total Gisde ‘fn Time 
Elbasan 69 | 208 | 41 | 39 | 34 | 36 | 246 74 126.6 2.19 
— F.Gurmani 





Elbasan-A.Agjan | 72 | 32/22 | 38 | 59 | 49 | 36 | 314 8.2 120.6 1.73 
Elbasan — Kugan M1 | 20/12 | 314 29 | 38 | 22 | 222 7.0 102.1 2.89 
Elbasan — Total 212 | 72/42 | 111 | 127 | 121 | 94 | 782 7.53 116.4 2.27 






































Blwlp)]) — 








Question | - 83% of students match parts of sentences according to the meaning; 
Question 2 - 58% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 2/1 - 17% of students find words for action in the text; 

Question 3 - 60% of students find true or false statement related to the content of the text; 
Question 4 - 42% of students explain the meaning of vocabulary words; 

Question 5 - 74% of students analyze characters; 

Question 6 - 43% of students say that they have read novels. 


The problem here lies in what they read. The answer is random and not associated with 
the desire and willingness to read. From 408 test points that all the students of this class have 
received about 222 points. Grade passing rate is 56% with an average grade 7. In this class was 
achieved average speed of 2.43’ reading in a text with 265 words. As a rural school noticed 
weakness apparent to some students in reading, but not on the verge of complete illiteracy. It 
should be noted that the students in the schools in the region of Elbasan have a good reading 
skills shown by the scores of the test given. 

In region of Vlora the test is given to three schools. The class of the rural school of 
Orikum has scored the lowest points in the region. 
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Table 5. The test scores from three schools in the district of Vlora. 


















































School | at | a2 | a3 | as | as | a6 | Total | “xerage | Words! | Reading 
‘lee 93 | 3027 | 34 | 52 | 46) 45 | 307 | 9 1344 | 176 
- L.Sallata 
2 | viows-MDelo | 77 | 2619 | 38 | 45 | 34 | 30 | 267 | 78 1264 | 186 
Viors—Orikum | 74 | 248 | 43 | 37 | 22 | a | 235 | 72 1064 | 223 
4 | Viorg—Total | 234 | soa | 115 | 134 | 102 | 102 | 809 | 8 1222 | 195 











The best school is the city school “Lef Sallata’”: 
Question | - 97% of students match parts of sentences according to the meaning; 
Question 2 - 88% of students find words for action in the text; 
Question 2/1 - 39% of students find words for action in the text; 
Question 3 - 66% of students find true or false statement related to the content of the text; 
Question 4 - 76% of students explain the meaning of vocabulary words; 
Question 5 - 90% of students of the students analyze characters; 
Question 6 - 88% of students say that they have read novels. 


The problem here that switches on what they read. The answer is random and not 
associated with the desire and willingness to read. From 408 test points that all the students of 
this class have received about 307 points. Grade passing rate is 78.5% with an average grade 9. 
In this class was achieved average reading speed of 2.16’ in a text with 265 words. The above 
results should from Vlora schools show that students have good literacy skills. Schools do good 
work to teach reading skills by promoting a positive reading environment. 


Table 6. The test scores from 18 schools in six regions of Albania. 
























































Regions | a1 | a2 | a3 | a4 | as | a6 | Total — — aie 
1 | Durrés a7 | 163 | 119 | 112 | 11 | 121 | 883 | 75 | 1123 | 220 
2 | Elbasan | 212 | 7242 | 11 | 127 | 121 | 94 | 782 | 753 | 1164 | 2.27 
3 | Vlora 234 | eos | 115 | 134 | 102 | 102 | 809 | 8 122.2 | 1.95 
4 | Dibra 104 | 7920 | 112 | 125 | 102 | 86 | 742 | 67 | 1222 | 233 
5 | Gjirokastra | 145 | soi7 | 81 | 38 | 51 | 49 | 476 | 54 | 922 | 3.08 
6 | Korea 222 | 79/55 | 121 | 134 | 11 | 89 | 806 | 73 | 1192 | 1.88 














There is more analytical and comparative information regarding boys and girls 
participating in the study. The comparison was made based on 4 variables: Passing in percentage, 


Average Grade, Reading speed (words/Im), Reading time. 
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58| Table 7. Summary of results of all regions (boys-girls). 


















































Region N. ee ne Words aa N. a Words a 

girls in % Grade Mn time hoys in % Grade Am Time 
1 | Dibra 25 64 66 | 128.1 2 26 62 64 | 1209 | 22 
2 | Durrési | 25 69 77. ~+'| 1146 2 27 67.7 73. | 1057 | 24 
3 | Elbasan | 26 68 78 | 1168 ? 28 61 74. | t0a7 | 25 
4 | Vlora 2 | 686 | 82 | 122) 19 | 22 61.3 78 | 144 | 26 
5 eas 16 | 585 | 65 114 2.2' 19 42.3 52 886 | 32 
6 | Korca 27 | 686 | 78 | 1294 | 19 | 24 51 59 87 22 











Test results of schools of Gjirokastra Region are generally lower compared to all other 
regions. These lower scores are in both urban and rural schools. 


Table 8. The overall results of test girls / boys. 





























Nr. Gender N. students press i a ce Se 
1. Girls 148 66.1 74 121.5 2 

2. Boys 146 57.5 6.6 103.5 2.5 

3 Total 294 61.8 7 112.5 2.25 











Scores of girls in the quality of reading are higher than the boys, they have a higher 
passing score, the highest grade point average, greater speed and take less time to read the 


similar test. 


Table 9. Summary of results of rural schools. 



























































N. | Passing Aver- | Words | Reade | yy. | Pass | Aver | Words Reading 
Region iris | in % age Mm Md | poys | MF | 89 | tm time 
g : Grade time YS | in% | Grade 

qe lw 69 71 | 141.8 | 1.9 9 56 61 | 134.6 1.9 
Magellaré 
Durrési- 1 

2 | sapeisai | 2 51 6.1 122 | 192 | 8 | 56 | 68 | 101.7 | 257 

g | Elbasan- | ¢ 60 70 | 1021 | 289 | 14 | 51 75 | 868 3.5 
Kugan 

4 | Vlora 10 62 78 117.9 | 2.19 5 | 45 ‘A 91.4 26 
Orikum 
Gjiroka- 

5 | stér-Ne- 0 1 25 4 85 3.17 
pravishté 

a | oe 9 64 87 | 1138 | 22 8 | 36 5 39 23 
Zvezdé 

7 | Total 4 | 612 73 111756) 22 | 42 | 448 | 6 89.7 26 
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The study shows that there is 61.8 % passing with an average mark 7 (our grading system 
is from | to 10, with 10 the highest grade). The urban schools in the project do better than the 
rural schools which have 53% passing. This is because less work has been done to develop 
students reading skills in this area. 

The watch list given to teachers consisted of 14 items related to certain habits of 
reading. These items aim to find out teachers attitudes to student’s reading skills and give them 
suggestions to focusing on these skills while teaching. 


Table 10. Summary estimates of teacher. 





















































Questions of teacher watch list Responses of Eanes in % 
Constantly Sometimes Rarely 
1 Showing confidence as a reader 61 24 15 
2 Variety of books to read 56 33 11 
3 Participation in the discussion readings 44 33 23 
4 The ability to make predictions about reading 48 35 17 
5 Being active to ask questions 55 23 22 
6 Retelling the content 69 20 11 
7 Finding out main ideas 58 25 27 
8 Explanation of new words 56 38 6 
9 Description of characters 49 32 19 
10 Finding solutions 68 21 11 
11 Giving alternative endings 35 42 23 
12 Recitino 35 36 29 
13 Role plays 60 23 17 
14 Storytelling 72 21 7 

















In the above table are given in generalizing skills of students as seen by teachers 
questioned: about 55% of students show accurate in relation to reading, about 30% reflecting 
an average and acceptable in relation with reading. What is striking is the fact that the third line 
of about 15% of students show general weakness in their beliefs and attitudes about reading. 

At the conclusion of the assessment of teachers in classrooms should be noted that the 
city retained a greater consistency of behavior of pupils in relation to reading. This data comes 
out very positive in the regions of Vlora, Durres, Elbasan. 


Discussion 


Search described above reflects a real situation of a required quality and potential of a 
quality about reading for students in Albanian school, primary school only. Search regarding 
with reading aims to shed light on aspects of quality of learning as well as the test questions 
themselves or even in all assessment instruments relate primarily to this component. When it 
comes to recording quality of reading this research is not based on comparative data with those 
of neighboring countries or the region as the research of this nature are limited and there is no 
experience that could enable this kind of comparison. This research will be a modest model to 
look at assessment of reading and its impact on learning in addition to many other instruments 
that do conclude accurate. 

Selected instruments were simple but significant: a simple test, an assessment sheet, a 
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survey and a watch list. Data processed, the adjusted and comparable between regions, rural 
students and urban areas, are allowed to come out at some important conclusions about the 
Albanian school but also to improve the quality of reading and its impact on the quality of 
learning. 

By interpreting some of these data will be passed some arguments that would allow 
teachers to give recommendations for institutions, textbooks, literature and for all interested in 
the field of reading and understanding it in favor of learning. 

One of the reasons that affect student performance is the quality of their reading. Lack of 
the necessary reading skills prevent the learners from understanding a given text, which leads 
to low levels of learning. When it comes to discussing about quality learning it would be seen 
as an active process where the learner uses a variety of skills and techniques to work with the 
text. Many researchers in the field of reading suggest many ways of teaching and forming active 
learners, forms which want the learner to use his/her background knowledge in order to deal 
with the text. They also suggest different sub skills of working with the text which help develop 
learners’ critical thinking skills. Only in this way the learner will get the most of the texts s/he 
is reading. It is teacher’s responsibility to lead the readers to read critically and ask questions to 
himself during reading and communicate with the text. 

The high level of literacy is the main goal of teaching. The teacher helps the reader to 
connect new information with what he knows in advance, in order to find answers to questions 
cognitive. 

Teachers play an important role in the intellectual development of students during the 
reading process. To better understand this role and to be successful in this role, it is important 
that teachers understand what happens when people read. It is very important that teachers 
should recognize the problems and shortcomings that their students face while reading, then set 
up a supplementary reading programs in order to improve students’ reading skills. 

Evaluations of teachers about students’ reading skills and strategies are based on the 
daily reading activities of their students. In this assessment there is a kind of overestimation 
of the teachers of specific skills that they themselves have not dealt with in their teaching. 
Sometimes teachers do not know what books students read, while in the survey the students 
note that they read. Some teachers note that the students are able to characterize characters, 
while many students are not able to do so, as is seen from the data of the test. 

Students in urban schools participating in the project score higher than the students in the 
urban school (Zvezda, Gjirokastra Kugqan, etc.). 

In a test question asked to students about the books read, the character that was loved and 
author that was liked. The highest scores were achieved by students in schools in the project 
(Vlora, Elbasan, Durres) in which a positive environment was created for reading and students 
were helped by teachers with what to read, how to read and the activities to be done related to 
reading. In schools were lower score were achieved the answers of the students show that there 
has not been a specially designed program to encourage reading. 

Readers of this age in these schools read only something spontaneous and rely on 
memorized facts. It is not the result of readings recommended and scheduled by the school. 
This phenomenon was observed in both city and village schools. Teachers should recommend 
titles of books to be read. It is also important that they are professionally developed to be good 
readers themselves, to know how to teach reading skills and sub skills and select the necessary 
reading material according to the group age they teach. 


Conclusions 


The study shows that reading comprehension skills are good but a lot needs to be done 
by the teachers to make learners learn step by step how to work with the text actively .This 
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involves both getting the general meaning of the text, but also what the goal of the text is, how 
to ask and answer questions related to the context, and how to dive their evaluation on what 
they read. 

It is noticed that girls do better than boys, especially in rural areas where they have many 
problems with reading. A negative attitude to reading and not sufficient work by school has led 
some of them to illiteracy. 

Students in general are able to explain the meaning of new words but there are also 
students who do not accomplish this task. They simply characterize the characters involved in 
the story. They make mistakes connected with word decoding. 

In terms of speed reading there is a standard already set of reading in grade five, which 
previously did not exist and that can serve to test in future other classes at this level. It is noted 
as the girls read faster and with more pleasing intonation. Students prefer such tests as they look 
challenging. Their significance is great as they positively affect the quality of learning. 

The problems faced by students and the evaluations given by teachers highlight the fact 
that in order to educate positive reading skills in students teachers should pay careful attention 
to teaching and modeling reading skills and strategies in class. Use of extensive reading helps a 
lot especially when teachers carefully choose books relevant to students needs and interests and 
organize attractive activities with the students. 
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